Minutes
16 January 2017

  PEMBURY PARISH COUNCIL
Report of the meeting held on Monday 16 January 2017 at Parish Council Office, Lower Green Road, Pembury, Kent.

Present: Cllrs Mrs J Crowhurst (C), Mrs K Brooks, S Cawley, D Coleman (VC), A Gaukroger, P Gillan, Mrs S Harris (VC), M Hocking, P Kirby, Mrs L Mills, Mrs A Partridge, Mrs S Sharp, Mrs S Snow.

Borough Cllrs Mrs S Nuttall and D Reilly

Clerks: Mrs B Russell and Deputy Clerk

129.
CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Chair wished everyone a Happy New Year.
Parish Lighting – Members were requested to present written details on the attached pro-forma of the lights that were not working in their nominated roads immediately prior to commencement of business on Monday.

Highways Minor Defects – Members were requested to present written details on the circulated green ‘County Lengthsmen’ forms for roads under their nominated lighting area and pass to the office for collation.

130.
TO ACCEPT APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received and accepted from Borough Councillor Barrington-King.
131.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members were requested to ensure declarations of interest were made orally and completed on the circulated pro-forma issued with the agenda and returned to the Clerk before leaving the hall. A nil return was also needed. Members were reminded that if an interest came to light during the meeting it must be declared at that time and if the member considered it to be prejudicial then he or she MUST leave the room. Any member who was unsure if he or she had an interest in an item should seek the Clerk’s advice immediately. 

Cllr S Cawley


NIL

Cllr Mrs K Brooks

NIL

Cllr D Coleman


NIL

Cllr Mrs J Crowhurst

NIL

Cllr A Gaukroger

NIL

Cllr P Gillan


NIL

Cllr Mrs S Harris

NIL

Cllr M Hocking


NIL

Cllr P Kirby


NIL

Cllr Mrs L Mills


NIL

Cllr Mrs Partridge

NIL

Cllr Mrs S Sharp

NIL

Cllr Mrs C Snow

NIL

132.
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL

It was proposed, seconded and AGREED that the minutes of the meeting held 5 December 2016 were a correct record.
133.
LATE BUSINESS

In accordance with current Standing Orders it was proposed, seconded and AGREED that items of late business set out in the circulated supplementary agenda be discussed, the special circumstances being that it would be unreasonable to delay any decision by the Parish Council until its next ordinary meeting on Monday 13 February 2017.
134.
LIST OF OUTSTANDING RESOLUTIONS

The list of outstanding resolutions was NOTED.
135.
CLERK’S REPORT

The Clerk reported that, once again, the office post box had been broken into and the door vandalised.

It was AGREED that enquiries be made regarding a fire proof post box which emptied into the building.
136.
OPEN SESSION

Council adjourned and members of the public were invited to address the Parish Council on any issue of concern. Constitutionally and in accordance with certain implications of the Local Government Code of Conduct, there could be no discussion of these items at this stage. Any issue would either be addressed elsewhere in the agenda or if not already so listed, be referred to a future meeting of the Parish Council.

There were no members of the Public present therefore the meeting was re-convened.

137.
TO RECEIVE COUNTY AND BOROUGH COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS AND REPORTS

Borough Cllr Reilly informed the meeting that the TWBC budget had been balanced for the year 2017/2018 although the level of Social Care had not yet been decided.
The plans for the new Town Hall and theatre in Calverley Gardens would be available to view shortly.

There was nothing further to report on the planning applications for 3 High Street and Owls Nest.

The local plan was still under review.

Borough Cllr Mrs Nuttall stated that she found developments in National Planning Policies quite frightening.

There were still problems in Beaglewood Road with an air rifle being shot at a house.
138.
CURRENT PLANNING

(a)
Planning and Highways WG – The Chair of the Working Group presented current planning applications for RATIFICATION, CONSIDERATION and GRANTS and REFUSALS for information. 

Council was asked to RATIFY the following application:

Application Number:
16/07468/FULL

Proposal:


Two-storey side extension

Location:


Latchetts, Romford Road, Pembury, Royal





Tunbridge Wells

NEUTRAL - RATIFIED

Application Number:
16/07672/FULL

Proposal:


Replacement roof to dwelling including rooflights,





single-storey side extension, single-storey rear





extension, addition of first floor and two-storey





rear extension to garage, two rear balconies, and 





alterations to fenestration and external walls

Location:


Brewood, The Woodlands, Pembury, Royal





Tunbridge Wells

NEUTRAL - RATIFIED

Application Number:
16/07799/FULL

Proposal:


Erection of a new dwelling to the side of No. 9





Stanam Road

Location:


9 Stanam Road, Pembury, Royal Tunbridge Wells

NEUTRAL – RATIFIED

Council was asked to CONSIDER the following application:

Application: 


16/07866/FULL

Proposal:
Construction of a self contained Granny Annex linked to the main house

Address:
21 Sandhurst Avenue, Pembury

OBJECT: 
Although the new proposal has moved the building a further 419mm away from the boundary, due to the scale, siting and design; the significant Impact to visual amenities and character of the area and the unacceptable loss of space contrary to policy EN1 Council OBJECTS to this application.
GRANTS

Application Number:
16/07312/LAWPRO

Proposal:


Lawful Development Certificate (Proposed) – 





Single-storey extension to side of existing dwelling

Location:


19 Gimble Way, Pembury, Royal Tunbridge Wells

Application Number:
16/505488/TPO

Proposal:


TPO: Sycamore (T1-T2) – Fell to facilitate fire





tender access; Sycamore (T3) – Remove stem over





driveway to facilitate fire tender access

Location:


Stepaside House, 60 Hastings Road, Pembury,





Royal Tunbridge Wells

Application Number:
16/07289/TCA

Proposal:


T1 Sycamore – fell; T2 Holly – fell; T3 Holly – 





reduce lateral branches

Location:


Sunhill Court, High Street, Pembury, Royal





Tunbridge Wells

Application Number:
16/07350/FULL

Proposal:


Two-storey side and rear extension

Location:


44 Maidstone Road, Pembury, Royal Tunbridge





Wells
140.
REPORTS OF URGENT ACTIONS

(a)
Entrances to Lower Green Recreation Ground – A quotation had been received from SKF to repair pot holes at all the entrances and tarmac the path leading from Westway to the Recreation Ground for £461.50. As this was a very reasonable quotation and that the work was needed urgently for Health and Safety purposes, urgent action was taken by the Clerk in conjunction with the Chairman to accept the quotation.

Council RATIFIED this action.
(b)
Hedge between Scout and Guide HQ and 67 Woodhill Park – Permission was sought from the occupier of 67 Woodhill Park to reduce the height of the hedge by 18 inches on 20th January 2017.  Urgent action was taken by the Clerk in conjunction with the Chairman to give permission.
Council RATIFIED this action.
141.
WORKING GROUP MATTERS

(a)
Working Group membership 

Council AGREED the following membership:

Cllr M Hocking – Environmental, environmental issues (incorporating allotments and burials)

Cllr Mrs A Partridge – Amenities, Christmas Lights, Pride in Pembury (incorporating Public Relations)
AUDIT, FINANCE AND PERSONNEL

(b)
Accounts due for payment - the Chair of the WG presented a list of cheques for payment, with supporting documents FOR APPROVAL; also a list of cheques, salaries and Direct Debits paid since the last meeting for RATIFICATION. 
Council RATIFIED payments of paid previously of £1,638.81
Council RATIFIED Salaries of paid previously of £6,013.85
Council AGREED payments of £4,713.41
Council RATIFIED direct debits paid of paid previously of £1,118.38
Council AGREED payments of £620.15 on the supplementary agenda

ENVIRONMENT, ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES (INCORPORATING ALLOTMENTS AND BURIALS)
(c)
Pembury Society Letter – Council noted a copy of a letter from Pembury Society listing their aims and objectives:
· The preservation and protection of the beauty and character of Pembury
· To promote and protect features of architectural and historic interest within the Pembury Conservation area and throughout the village

· through developing a community spirit, to encourage residents to take a pride in Pembury as a safe and attractive place to live in

The Society would like to invite representatives from the Parish Council to meet with representatives from the Pembury Society to look at such aims.
Council AGREED that the following members should represent the Parish Council at an informal meeting:
Cllrs Mrs J Crowhurst, A Gaukroger, P Gillan, C Snow

(e) i
Keep Britain Tidy, Great British Spring Clean – Cllr Gillan offered to speak to a representative from HOPE to ask if it was to carry out a spring clean this year. If so, he would pass on the information.
POLICY AND RESOURCES WORKING GROUP

(d)
Policy and Resources Working Group Meeting 9 January 2017 – Council was presented with a report of the meeting and budgetary figures for the year 2017/2018, also recommended burial fees. (Appendix 1)
Council were informed that for several years, until last year, the precept had remained the same but that money now needed to be put aside for the 5 year plan and to keep up with increasing costs generally.

The proposed increase for a band D property would be 6.7% from £77.82 to £83.07 (£5.25 per annum).
It was proposed by Cllr Mrs K Brooks, seconded by Cllr Mrs S Harris and AGREED that a precept of £189,265 be demanded from Tunbridge Wells Borough Council for the year 1st April 2017 to 31 March 2018.
It was proposed by Cllr S Cawley, seconded by Cllr Mrs S Sharp and AGREED that the burial fees from 1 April 2017 be as the sheet.
142.
REPORTS FROM OTHER MEETINGS

(a)
Parish Chairman’s Meeting – Council were presented with a copy of the minutes of the meeting held on 29 November 2016.

This report was NOTED.

143.
OTHER MATTERS
(a)
Land at Hunting Gate (Old Coach Road) – Council received copies of letters from the Parish Council Solicitor regarding searches and signage.
Council AGREED that searches be carried out at a cost of £145.59 and £10. This could be recovered from the £1,000 allowance for legal fees to be given by TWBC.
Council AGREED that an allowance for improvements from TWBC be used for new signage.

(b)
Annual Civic Service – This will be held on Tuesday 14 March 2017 at Rochester Cathedral. An invitation was extended to the Chair and a spouse, guest or representative from the Parish Council.

Council AGREED that the Chair should attend.
144.
FOR INFORMATION ONLY

(a)
Royal British Legion Poppy Collection – Council NOTED that the total collection in Pembury amounted to £8,527.
(b)
The Access Group – Council NOTED a letter from Michael Coggles regarding rights for the disabled.
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