Minutes
5 December 2016

  PEMBURY PARISH COUNCIL
Report of the meeting held on Monday 5 December 2016 at Parish Council Office, Lower Green Road, Pembury, Kent.

Present: Cllrs Mrs J Crowhurst (C), S Cawley, D Coleman (VC), A Gaukroger, P Gillan, Mrs S Harris (VC), M Hocking, P Kirby, Mrs A Partridge, Mrs S Sharp, Mrs S Snow.

County Cllr C Hoare

Borough Cllrs P Barrington-King and D Reilly

Clerks: Mrs B Russell and Deputy Clerk

114.
CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Chair welcomed two new co-opted Councillors to the Council, Cllr Mike Hocking and Cllr Mrs Annie Partridge.

She gave her thanks to Cllr Gaukroger for organising the Pepenbury quiz which was enjoyed by all who attended.
Parish Lighting – Members were requested to present written details on the attached pro-forma of the lights that were not working in their nominated roads immediately prior to commencement of business on Monday.

Highways Minor Defects – Members were requested to present written details on the circulated green ‘County Lengthsmen’ forms for roads under their nominated lighting area and pass to the office for collation.

115.
TO ACCEPT APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Mrs K Brooks and Borough Cllr Mrs S Nuttall.
116.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members were requested to ensure declarations of interest were made orally and completed on the circulated pro-forma issued with the agenda and returned to the Clerk before leaving the hall. A nil return was also needed. Members were reminded that if an interest came to light during the meeting it must be declared at that time and if the member considered it to be prejudicial then he or she MUST leave the room. Any member who was unsure if he or she had an interest in an item should seek the Clerk’s advice immediately. 

Cllr S Cawley


12(g)ii  Personal. Partner in business

Cllr D Coleman


NIL

Cllr Mrs J Crowhurst

NIL

Cllr A Gaukroger

NIL

Cllr P Gillan


NIL
Cllr Mrs S Harris

NIL
Cllr M Hocking


NIL

Cllr P Kirby


NIL

Cllr Mrs Partridge

NIL

Cllr Mrs S Sharp

NIL

Cllr Mrs C Snow

NIL

117.
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL

It was proposed, seconded and AGREED that the minutes of the meeting held on 7 November 2016 were a correct record.
118.
LATE BUSINESS

In accordance with current Standing Orders items of late business set out in any circulated supplementary agenda needed to be moved, seconded and approved, the special circumstances being that it would be unreasonable to delay any decision by the Parish Council until its next ordinary meeting on Monday 16 January 2017.

119.
LIST OF OUTSTANDING RESOLUTIONS

The Clerk was requested to add Groundsmen’s job descriptions to the list.

The problems with air rifles being shot in Beagleswood Road had been solved.
The graffiti artists defacing areas in Tunbridge Wells had been arrested.

There was a considerable amount of broken glass throughout the village which had been reported to TWBC.

120.
CLERK’S REPORT

The Clerk had nothing to report.
121.
OPEN SESSION

Council adjourned and members of the public were invited to address the Parish Council on any issue of concern. Constitutionally and in accordance with certain implications of the Local Government Code of Conduct, there could be no discussion of these items at this stage. Any issue would either be addressed elsewhere in the agenda or if not already so listed, be referred to a future meeting of the Parish Council.

There were no members of the Public present therefore the meeting was re-convened.

122.
TO RECEIVE COUNTY AND BOROUGH COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS AND REPORTS

County Councillor Hoare had nothing to report but was asked to report back on the current situation of the up-grading of street lighting and repairs to existing street lighting.
Borough Cllr P Barrington-King said he had presented a draft budget to Tunbridge Wells Borough Council and although it had £5million less to spend he had presented a balanced budget. Tunbridge Wells was in a good position.
Borough Cllr D Reilly informed the meeting that the planning application for 3 High Street was with the Planning Inspectorate.

He warned that there was an increase in drug related violent crime in Tunbridge Wells.

There were problems in Ridgeway with SGN gas workers and a visit was planned by Kent Highways and SGN representatives.
123.
CURRENT PLANNING

((a)
Planning and Highways WG – The Chair of the Working Group presented current planning applications for CONSIDERATION and GRANTS and REFUSALS for information. 

Application Number:
16/07350/FULL – 8 December

Proposal:


Two storey side and rear extension

Location:


44 Maidstone Road, Pembury, Royal Tunbridge





Wells

NEUTRAL provided there was no significant loss of light or privacy to adjoining properties.
Application Number:
16/07468

Proposal:


extension to house

Location:


Latchetts, Romford Road, Pembury

NEUTRAL
------------
GRANTS

Application Number:
16/05030/FULL

Proposal:


Minor Material Amendment to planning 







application 15/508325/FULL (New 3-bedroom





bungalow) – Rendered area on gables to be





changed to white composite timber cladding.





Windows to be changed from ‘grey aluminium’ 





frames to be white UPVC frames. Slate roof tiles





to be changed to red interlocking tiles and solar





panels to be added to south east elevation.





Addition of trellising on south-east boundary.





Amendment in window aperture and omission of





rear door. Amendment in timber decking to rear





and addition of trellising to one side. Use of





sloping path on south-east boundary instead of





built up footway (works already carried out)

Location:


117 Hastings Road, Pembury, Royal Tunbridge Wells
Application Number:
16/06395/FULL

Proposal:


Construction of part ground floor/part first floor





extension

Location:


1 Stone Court Lane, Pembury, Royal Tunbridge





Wells

Application Number:
16/06598/TPO

Proposal:


T1 Sycamore – Crown reduce whole crown by 





approximately 25%, 2m all over





T2 – Sycamore - Dismantle to near ground level 





and treat stump to prevent regrowth





T3 – Sycamore – Dismantle to near ground level 





and treat stump to prevent regrowth





T4 – Sycamore – Crown reduce whole crown by





approximately 25%, 2m





T5 – Sycamore – Dismantle to near ground level





and treat stump to prevent regrowth





T6 – Sycamore – Dismantle left ivy covered stem,





Crown reduce other by approximately 25%, 2m

Location:


15 The Forstal, Pembury, Royal Tunbridge Wells

REFUSALS

Application Number:
16/06647/FULL

Proposal:


Conversion of and extension to the existing





garage to form a ‘granny’ annex linked to the





existing house

Location:


21 Sandhurst Avenue, Pembury, Royal Tunbridge





Wells

124.
REPORTS OF URGENT ACTIONS

There had been no urgent actions.
125.
WORKING GROUP MATTERS

AMENITIES, CHRISTMAS LIGHTS, PRIDE IN PEMBURY AND PUBLIC RELATIONS

(a)
The Chair of the Amenities WG gave the following report of the WG meeting held on Monday 28 November:
Present: Cllrs D Coleman (c), Mrs J Crowhurst, P Kirby, Mrs L Mills, Mrs S Sharp and Mrs C Snow

Clerk: Mrs B Russell
1.
Minutes of WG held 27 June 2016

The minutes had previously been agreed by Council.

Cllr Coleman reported that the motion put to the KALC Annual Meeting regarding the sponsorship and maintenance of roundabouts and verges had failed.
2.
To agree 2017/2018 budget ‘wish list’ (improvements to Recreation Ground entrances, covered litter bins, benches etc)

The Working Group recommended that prices for the following be sought and included in the budget for 2017/2018:

a)
Improvements to the three Recreation Ground entrances to make good potholes and make access better for wheelchairs, electric buggies and pushchairs.

b)
Replace litter bins in the Recreation Ground with covered litter bins to prevent animals attacking the bins.
c)
Benches – The Woodhill Park entrance bench needs replacement and 
consideration be given to placing additional benches around the area.

d)
Planters in the High Street – To improve the look of the High Street it was 
suggested that local businesses be asked to sponsor planters placed in the High 
Street. The Camden Arms could be asked if they would maintain the planters by 
the bus stop. Earl Bourner to be asked if KCC would allow planters to be placed 
outside the Chinese Take Away on the gulls wing and outside the chemist shop.

e)
Handy person – It was proposed that a person be employed ½ time at minimum wage to litter pick the village. 

Council AGREED that this should be put forward for consideration.
3.
To discuss outline arrangements for Picnic on the Green.

The WG recommended that this does not take place in 2017 and an article be written for the PVN asking the village for their views on the Picnic.

After discussion it was AGREED that Cllr Gillan make enquiries from other musical groups in the area to see if any of them would like to play at the event.

Cllr Barrington-King also offered to make enquiries of Paul Dunton who arranged musical events in Tunbridge Wells to see if he could suggest any groups.

Cllrs Mrs Crowhurst offered to speak to the Camden Arms regarding sponsorship for 2017.

This matter would be re-visited at the next meeting of the Amenities Working Group on Monday 23 January 2017.

4.
To discuss Pride in Pembury 2017.

The WG recommended that Pride in Pembury be re-launched with different categories and a re-vamped entry form.

Council AGREED this recommendation.
5.
To discuss 2016 fireworks and consider outline 2017 arrangements.

Fireworks to be held on 3 November with the same arrangements as previous years.

Council AGREED that fireworks should be held on 3 November with the same company as in previous years organising the display and the same refreshment arrangements.

The sound system and lights were not as good as in previous years and Cllr Cawley offered to investigate another company to operate this.
6.
Tunbridge Wells Borough Council Sports Pitch Provision Strategy (oral report)

Cllr Coleman reported that he and the Senior Groundsman met the consultant carrying out this strategy on behalf of TWBC on Thursday 1 December 2016. This meeting was to ascertain the level of sports facilities in the village. There was no funding available for any improvements.
(b)
Tennis Club – Following receipt of our invoice for the hire of the tennis courts, a reply was received informing the office that at their AGM in March 2015 the Tennis Club took the decision that 2015 would be their final season due to lack of members and funds. They failed to let the Parish Council know and have now confirmed that as they have not been using the courts as a Club, that our invoice will not be paid.
Council AGREED that this matter should not be pursued but written off.
(c)
Pembury Gardeners’ Society – Permission had been sought to hold the annual Plant Sale on the Village Green on the morning of Saturday 27 May 2017.

Council AGREED to this request.
AUDIT, FINANCE AND PERSONNEL

(d)
Accounts due for payment – the Chair of the WG presented a list of cheques for payment, with supporting documents FOR APPROVAL; also a list of cheques, salaries and Direct Debits paid since the last meeting for RATIFICATION. 
Council RATIFIED payments of £62.17 paid previously

Council RATIFIED Salaries of £6,006.60 paid previously

Council AGREED payments of £6,387.71.00
Council RATIFIED direct debits paid of £1,287.74 paid previously

Council AGREED payments of £341.37 on the supplementary agenda

(e)
TWBC Small Capital Grants Programme 2017/2018 – Council were given details of funding available from the grants programme.
Council AGREED that a grant to replace the pillars and gate at Woodside Playing Field should be applied for.
(f)
Natwest Business Direct Debit Application – A Parish Council direct debit card was to be applied for:
Resolution: This resolution must be passed at a Meeting of the members of the relevant management committee of the Business/Organisation who holds that Bank Account listed in Section 1 (“Customer”)

It was resolved that:

· the Cardholders (who are also Authorised Signatories to the bank account listed in Section 1) are authorised to request and be issued with Debit Card(s) and/or Debit Card details (including replacement cards, card details and security details) for use in relation to the operation and the giving instructions in relation to the bank account

· the Signing Rules contained in the mandate provided to operate the bank account listed in Section 1 above be supplemented (but not replaced) by the additional Card Transaction Authorisation Rules which will apply to the operation of the bank account using a debit Card or Debit Card details. The current mandate to operate the bank account shall accordingly continue as supplemented and amended

· the Customer agrees to be bound by the Debit Card Terms contained in this Application Form and any amendments made to them from time to time. These terms apply in addition to the terms and conditions for the bank account, which shall not be prejudiced or affected by the Debit Card Terms

· the Customer agrees that all transactions authorised by a duly authorised Debit Card should be debited to the bank account in Section 1 and that the Customer accepts liability for any unarranged overdraft resulting from any such transactions that Cardholders may use their Debit Card to order cheque books and statements and to obtain details of the balance on the account

· the Bank may continue to rely upon this Resolution until it is revoked in writing by a suitably authorised notice to the Bank

It was PROPOSED by Cllr Mrs Harris, SECONDED by Cllr Coleman and AGREED by council that debit cards should be applied for in the name of the Clerk, Mrs B Russell and the Deputy Clerk, Mrs Y Allen.
ENVIRONMENT, ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES (INCORPORATING ALLOTMENTS AND BURIALS)
(g)
Trees – Treeability were called out to look at four trees which required attention. A quotation had been received for £770. 
Council AGREED that the three trees in the Recreation Ground should be felled by Tree Ability at a cost of £700 but that the tree in the Burial Ground should be felled by Mr Boorman’s environmental group.
126.
REPORTS FROM OTHER MEETINGS

(a)
Kent and Medway Mental Health Trust – Council NOTED the report of the meeting with the Kent and Medway Mental Health Trust.
(b)
Handing Over of Land - Cllr Mrs Crowhurst and Clerk Mrs Russell had a meeting at the Town Hall on 17 November with John Antoniades, Ian Gifford (Borough Surveyors), David Candlin (Head of Economic Development) and Kate Turnham (Borough Solicitor). Several matters were clarified regarding Hunting Gate (The Old Coach Road). A further solicitor’s report is awaited; Council will be asked to agree the transfer of this land. The transfer of land at the Coppice will also be requested. 
Council NOTED this report.
127.
OTHER MATTERS
(a)
Home-Start South West Kent – A request for financial support had been received.
Council AGREED that support could not be offered.
(b)
Pavilions and Village Hall Legionnaires Check – It had been brought to our attention as part of a Health and Safety plan and as landlords that the two Pavilions (Woodside and Lower Green Recreation Ground) and Village Hall should be checked for legionnella. In particular, the Pavilions as they had several showers which were hardly ever (if at all) used. A company which would carry out these inspections had been identified and would carry out a risk assessment determining whether these premises needed monitoring.  Did Council wish to go ahead with the testing?

Council AGREED that the Village Hall Management Committee should be given the information but that a quotation should be sought for Woodside Pavilion and Lower Green Recreation Pavilion.
(c)
Volunteer Support Warden Scheme – Council received information from KALC, in conjunction with KCC, about the Volunteer Support Warden Scheme. Over a two year period, there would be a cost of £1660. If Council was interested, it would need to inform KCC by 20 January 2017.

Council AGREED it could not support this scheme.
(d)
Standing Orders – Page 177 of Standing Orders had been amended. This was a mandatory amendment.
Council RESOLVED to replace page 177 with the amended sheet.

(e)
Mayor’s Quiz – This was to take place on Saturday 21 January 2017 at the Assembly Hall, Tunbridge Wells and would be in aid of Pepenbury and the Mayor’s Charity ‘beat’ which helps to beat eating disorders. Ticket prices were £12.50 per person which included a Ploughman’s Supper and teams of 8 were required.
Council AGREED to enter a team. The members would be Cllrs Mrs Crowhurst, Gillan, Matthew, Pete and Barbara (Cllr Mrs and Mr Brookes to be invited to participate)
………………………………………………………….                                     ………………………………………

CHAIR








DATE
2/9

