Minutes
5 September 2016

  PEMBURY PARISH COUNCIL
Report of the meeting held on Monday 5 September 2016 at Parish Council Office, Lower Green Road, Pembury, Kent.
Present: Cllrs Mrs J Crowhurst (C), (VC), Mrs K Brooks, S Cawley, Cllrs D Coleman, A Gaukroger, P Gillan, Mrs S Harris (VC), P Kirby, Mrs L Mills, Mrs S Sharp, Mrs C Snow.
68.
CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

Pride in Pembury Tea – This is to be held on 1 October in the Pavilion. Councillors were asked to provide cakes.

Tunbridge Wells in Bloom – Pembury Burial Ground had been entered for the competition and prize giving was to take place on Thursday 29 September 2016.

Parish Lighting – Members were requested to present written details on the attached pro-forma of the lights that were not working in their nominated roads immediately prior to commencement of business on Monday.

Highways Minor Defects – Members were requested to present written details on the circulated green ‘County Lengthsmen’ forms for roads under their nominated lighting area and pass to the office for collation.

69.
TO ACCEPT APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr S Rose and Mr C Hoare.

70.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members were requested to ensure declarations of interest were made orally and completed on the circulated pro-forma issued with the agenda and returned to the Clerk before leaving the hall. A nil return was also needed. Members were reminded that if an interest came to light during the meeting it must be declared at that time and if the member considered it to be prejudicial then he or she MUST leave the room. Any member who was unsure if he or she had an interest in an item should seek the Clerk’s advice immediately. 

Cllr Mrs K Brooks

NIL

Cllr S Cawley


NIL

Cllr D Coleman


NIL

Cllr Mrs J Crowhurst

NIL

Cllr A Gaukroger

NIL

Cllr P Gillan


NIL

Cllr Mrs S Harris

NIL

Cllr P Kirby


NIL

Cllr Mrs L Mills


NIL

Cllr Mrs S Sharp

NIL

Cllr Mrs C Snow

NIL

71.
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL

It was proposed, seconded and AGREED that the minutes of the meeting held on 4 July were a correct record.
72.
LATE BUSINESS

In accordance with current Standing Orders items of late business set out in the circulated supplementary agenda needed to be moved, seconded and approved, the special circumstances being that it was unreasonable to delay any decision by the Parish Council until its next ordinary meeting on Monday 3 October 2016.
73.
LIST OF OUTSTANDING RESOLUTIONS

Councillors NOTED the outstanding resolutions in particular:

· Weed killing had not been carried out in Pembury

· Cllr Mrs Harris had completed and returned her signatory forms for the bank, Cllr K Brooks would be completing and returning her forms in the current week.

· Mr Glenn Lester would be providing samples of bricks for the Memorial wall in the current week. He informed Cllr Cawley that the cost may go up if the bricks were a special order.

74.
CLERK’S REPORT

The Clerk had nothing to report.

75.
OPEN SESSION

Council adjourned and members of the public were invited to address the Parish Council on any issue of concern. Constitutionally and in accordance with certain implications of the Local Government Code of Conduct, there could be no discussion of these items at this stage. Any issue would either be addressed elsewhere in the agenda or if not already so listed, be referred to a future meeting of the Parish Council.

Mrs D Hodgson explained the reason for her letter which was item 12g of the agenda. 
She stated that she would like more width on her Right of Way pathway in the allotments.

After it was explained that this would not be possible but that Council had offered to give one year’s notice from April 2017 to affected allotment holders to reclaim part of their allotment in order for posts to be concreted in 12 feet from Sturgeon’s wall, Mrs Hodgson agreed to this proposal. She was requested to put her agreement in writing.

The meeting was re-convened.

76.
TO RECEIVE COUNTY AND BOROUGH COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS AND REPORTS

Borough Cllr Mrs S Nuttal distributed a copy of a letter which she wished to give to parents at the school regarding parking. She asked if the Parish Council would endorse the letter, which it agreed to do.

Borough Cllr D Reilly reported that the planning application for 3 houses at 94 Henwood Green Road had been refused by the Planning Committee but was now to go to appeal.

The Planning application for 3 High Street had also been refused by the Planning Committee.

TWBC was to review its fees for planning applications as it was thought they were too cheap compared to other authorities.

Borough Cllr P Barrington-King congratulated Cllr Gaukroger for speaking at the Planning Committee regarding 3 High Street.
TWBC had received a clean bill from their audit inspection.
A bid had gone in for improvements to the Woodsgate Corner junction.

Cllr Barrington-King spoke of the proposed improvements to the cycle facilities in Pembury and suggested that he invite the officer concerned, Bartholemew Wren, to the next Parish council meeting on 3 October. This was agreed by Council.
77.
CURRENT PLANNING

(a)
Planning and Highways WG – The Chair of the Working Group presented the following  planning applications for RATIFICATION, CONSIDERATION and GRANTS and REFUSALS for information. (Green sheets). 
RATIFICATION
Application Number:
16/505488/TPO

Proposal:


TPO:SYCAMORE (T1-T2) – Fell to facilitate fire





tender access; SYCAMORE (T3) – Remove stem





over driveway to facilitate fire tender access

Location:


Stepaside House, 60 Hastings Road, Pembury,





Tunbridge Wells, TN2 4JP

NEUTRAL

Application Number:
16/505627/FULL

Proposal:


Demolition of conservatory, two storey extensions





and remodelling of internal layout to provide





additional bedrooms, large open plan kitchen/





dining/lounge and central atrium

Location:


Swallowfield, Romford Road, Pembury, Tunbridge





Wells, TN2 4BA

NEUTRAL

Application Number:
16/05841/FULL

Proposal:


Single storey side extension

Location:


16 Tonbridge Road, Pembury, Tunbridge Wells





TN2 4QL

NEUTRAL

Application Number:
16/05867/FULL

Proposal:


Proposed demolition of existing house, annex and





ancillary buildings and erection of replacement 





dwelling with linked annex and basement

Location:


Abbots, Woodside Close, Pembury, Tunbridge Wells

NEUTRAL

Application Number:
16/05844/FULL

Proposal:


Conversion of and extension to the existing garage





to form a ‘Granny’ annex linked to the existing 





house

Location:


21 Sandhurst Avenue, Pembury, Tunbridge Wells





TN2 4JZ

NEUTRAL BUT HAVE CONCERNS ABOUT THE ROOF HEIGHT

Application Number:
16/05942/FULL

Proposal:


Repairs to existing elevations including:- repair





and/or replacement of timbers, posts, sole plates,





post bases; relaying of brick panels with lime based





mortar; staining of timbers, cleaning and re-staining





of timber cladding; removal of internal partitions; 





replacement of softwood windows with oak double





glazed units, replacement of hedge/fence with new





stepped boundary wall and coping at 1.8m high,





attached to south east corner of listed building;





and associated works

Location:


Mays Barn, Romford Road, Pembury, Royal 





Tunbridge Wells

NEUTRAL

Application Number:
16/05888/LBC

Proposal:


See description above – 16/05942/FULL

Location:


Mays Barn, Romford Road, Pembury, Royal





Tunbridge Wells

Application Number:
16/05792/LAWPRO

Proposal:


Insertion of four roof lights to front elevation

Location:


28 Lower Green Road, Pembury, Royal Tunbridge





Wells

NEUTRAL

Application Number
16/05889/FULL

Proposal:


Two-storey side extension and front pitched roof





over existing garage and porch

Location:


19 Woodsgate Way, Pembury, Royal Tunbridge Wells

NEUTRAL

Application Number:
16/05910/FULL

Proposal:


Single-storey side lean-to access passageway to 





provide side entrance; Infill existing front door and





enlarge one window; Velux windows at rear roof

Location:


36 Sandhurst Avenue, Pembury, Royal Tunbridge 





Wells

NEUTRAL

-----------------

CONSIDERATION
Application Number:
16/06293/FULL – 15 September

Proposal:


Replace the existing timber shopfront with a new





shopfront to match existing

Location:


Pembury Pharmacy, 5 High Street, Pembury,





Royal Tunbridge Wells
NEUTRAL
Application Number:
16/06266/FULL – 14 September

Proposal:


Variation of Condition 2 (Approved drawings) of





planning permission 16/500289/FULL (Conversion





of single flat and ground floor storage area into 2





semi-detached houses, side and front extensions,





raising o roof height and addition of dormer





windows; Creation of new access from Hastings 





Road) – Top floor accommodation and changes to





roof omitted and existing roof to remain.

Location:


149 Hastings Road, Pembury, Royal Tunbridge Wells

NEUTRAL

-----------------------

For information:

Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended)

Town and Country Planning (Tree Preservation) (England) Regulations 2012

Tree Preservation Number:
0023/2016/TPO

Location:



The Coach House, 3 Lower Green Road,







Pembury, Royal Tunbridge Wells

GRANTS and REFUSALS

GRANTS

Application Number:
16/504310/FULL

Proposal:


Demolition of conservatory, erection of single





storey rear extension

Location:


38 Woodhill Park, Pembury, Royal Tunbridge Wells

Application Number:
16/504432/FULL

Proposal:


Garage conversion with alterations to roof and new





single storey rear extension to rear of garage

Location:


19 The Meadow, Pembury, Royal Tunbridge Wells

Application Number:
16/504451/FULL

Proposal:


Demolish existing single storey rear extension and





build new two storey extension. Insert new dormers





to front and rear to attic floor

Location:


5 Hawkwell Cottages, Maidstone Road, Pembury,





Royal Tunbridge Wells

Application Number:
16/504391/FULL

Proposal:


Demolition of conservatory, two storey rear 





extension including dormer windows and rear





facing raised decking

Location:


129 Hastings Road, Pembury, Royal Tunbridge Wells

Application Number:
16/504561/FULL

Proposal:


To erect a white PVC-u conservatory to the rear of





the dwelling house

Location:


52 Lower Green Road, Pembury, Royal Tunbridge 





Wells

Application Number:
16/504916/FULL

Proposal:


Proposed infil extension and external fabric 





material changes to house and new single garage 





and the conversion of part of the existing garage





to an amenity area

Location:


2 Maidstone Road, Pembury, Royal Tunbridge Wells

Ref:



6/06275/TDD

Proposal:


Dead and dangerous tree notification: 1 No. dead beech – 
        Fell

Address:


Hazeldene House, Romford Road, Pembury

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT

Application Number:
16/505582/ENVSCR

Proposal:


Screening Opinion for a proposed scheme to 





construct 240m of replacement main at Amhurst 





Bank Road, Tunbridge Wells

An EIA is NOT REQUIRED

--------------
REFUSALS

Application Number:
16/500126/FULL

Proposal:


Demolition of detached garage, creation of access





and erection of 3 x detached dwellings

Location:


Rear of 94-98 Henwood Green Road, Pembury





Royal Tunbridge Wells

Application Number:
16/504102/LDCEX

Proposal:


Lawful Development Certificate (Existing) –





Material Change of use of part of a building to a 





dwellinghouse

Location:


The Meadows, Pastheap Farm, Hastings Road,





Pembury, Royal Tunbridge Wells

------------

APPEALS

An appeal has been lodged by W H Hodder and Sons Ltd - see below

Appeal Number:

16/500126/FULL – Comments by 13 September

Proposal:


Demolition of detached garage, creation of access





and erection of 3 x detached dwellings

Location:


Rear of 94-98 Henwood Green Road, Pembury





Tunbridge Wells

Appeal reference:

M2270/W/16/3154182

An appeal has been lodged by Mrs Victoria Fleming – see below

Appeal Number:

16/502301/OUT – Comments by 19 September

Proposal:


Outline (All matters not reserved) – 1 bedroom





dwelling

Location:


12 The Grove, Pembury, Tunbridge Wells

Appeal reference:

M2270/W/16/3150203

78.
REPORTS OF URGENT ACTIONS

(a)
Recreation Ground Weed Treatment – PAYFC requested permission to have a Weed Management company treat the grass on the pitches in the Recreation Ground (at their expense) and to be carried out in the same way as last year. The Clerk, in conjunction with Cllrs Mrs Crowhurst, Mrs Harris and Coleman under delegated powers, gave permission for this to go ahead provided that there was a clear health and safety procedure in place and that the company liaised with Ryan.

Council RATIFIED this urgent action
79.
WORKING GROUP MATTERS

AMENITIES, CHRISTMAS LIGHTS AND PRIDE IN PEMBURY (INCORPORATING PUBLIC RELATIONS)
(a)
Recreation Ground – A request had been made for a bench/seat to be installed near the Westway entrance. 

Council AGREED that an appeal be made in the PVN for donations for benches in the Recreation Ground but also that costings should be made at budget time.
(b)
Wheeled sports facilities and cycle network improvements within Pembury – Please see information from TWBC. (white sheet)

This was previously discussed. See minute 76.
(b) i
 Westway Access to Recreation Ground – A letter had been received complaining about the wheelchair access way into the Recreation Ground.

Council AGREED to look at all the entrances into the Recreation Ground at budget time.

(b) ii
Weed Killing – none has taken place in the village despite planned work of twice during the season.

Council AGREED a formal complaint be made to Kent Highways as the entire area of Pembury was looking very shabby and causing damage to the fabric of the infrastructure.
AUDIT, FINANCE AND PERSONNEL

(c)
Accounts due for payment – the Chair of the WG presented a list of cheques for payment, with supporting documents FOR APPROVAL; also a list of cheques, salaries and Direct Debits paid since the last meeting for RATIFICATION. 

Council RATIFIED payments of £8,796.64 paid previously

Council RATIFIED Direct Debits of £1,279.69 paid previously
Council RATIFIED Salaries of £6,024.15 paid previously
Council AGREED payments of £4,392.87
Council RATIFIED direct debits paid of £1,696.95
Council RATIFIED salaries of £6,039.70
Council AGREED payments of £1,844.12 on the supplementary agenda

(d)
Three month figures – The Chair of the WG went through the three month figures against budget. 

Council AGREED that the figures looked on target.
(e)
KALC Subscriptions – Council felt that the cost of the KALC subscription was high and the question was asked how much actually went to NALC. The office contacted KALC and the Chief Executive (Terry Martin) sent the following breakdown:

· Total subscription (net) -£1,235.00
· NALC element – 4405 electors @ 0.066 = £290.73

· KALC element - £944.27

Council NOTED this information.
(e)i
Financial Health Check – The external auditors, Littlejohn, had queried an item of annual audit, as they appear to have done with many of the local parishes. KCC internal auditors had failed to pick this up and, after discussion with KALC, I am requesting that council agree to a Financial Health Check being carried out by the financial advisor to KALC, David Buckett.  This would include our systems, reporting, insurance, banking accounting, website etc. Also advice on computerisation of the accounts. 
Council AGREED to this request.
(f)
Quarterly Audit – Cllr Mrs Harris presented details of an internal audit carried out on 11 August. 

Council NOTED this information.

ENVIRONMENT, ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES (INCORPORATING ALLOTMENTS AND BURIALS)

(g)
Allotment Right of Way – this matter was discussed under Open Session.
(h)
War Memorial – Quotations had been received for substantial work to be carried out on the War Memorial site. This was originally discussed in order to make the area much easier to maintain. The quotations are not like for like because it was felt a good idea to ask the potential contractors for their suggestions. Verdant View had promised that if given the go-ahead, all work would be completed before Remembrance Sunday on 13 November. 

Council studied quotations received as follows:
Coblands Landscapes


£7,162.77
Tidy Weeds



£3,933.19
(not the complete works)

Verdant View



£7,080

Council AGREED to accept the quotation from Verdant View with the exception of the seats and additional box hedging. They would also be asked to quote for cleaning the War Memorial in place of seat and hedging.
PLANNING AND HIGHWAYS

(i)
Report of the meeting with TWBC Housing Officer and Development Manager for Planning Services - 
Present: Cllrs Mrs J Crowhurst. Mrs K Brooks, D Coleman, A Gaukroger, P Gillan, Mrs S Harris, Mrs S Sharp, Mrs C Snow.

TWBC: Ms Sarah Lewis, Housing Officer

Mr Stephen Baughen, Development Manager for Planning Services

Clerk: Mrs B Russell

1. Housing update on nominations to rented and shared ownership properties.

Ms Lewis explained that there were 27 properties, 16 rented and 11 shared ownership. 

12 properties had been offered to persons with a local Pembury connection. 2 had been offered to persons with a connection to Five Oak Green, 1 had been offered to a person with a Paddock Wood connection and 1 to a person with a Tunbridge Wells connection.

Shared Ownership was being organised by Bedford Pilgrim Housing Association. Initially there were 5 applicants with a Pembury connection but 2 had withdrawn leaving 3 out of 11 with a Pembury connection.  The Pembury list has been exhausted and the housing association will now look outside Pembury for the remaining 8.

2. Planning background for application to vary the Planning Obligation Agreement by TCHG.

Mr Baughen explained that Planning Permission was given subject to a Section 106 agreement made to secure delivery of affordable housing and how it was allocated.

There were 3 ways in which a Section 106 agreement could be changed:

· If the agreement was over 5 years old it no longer served a useful purpose

· By re-negotiation with the Planning Department

· With a legal agreement requiring payment of a contribution to mitigate against the impact of a change

Town and Country Housing Group wished to make the following changes after the allocation was offered to persons with a Pembury connection:

· To persons in the neighbouring parishes of Capel, Brenchley, Lamberhurst, Paddock Wood and Tunbridge Wells

It was pointed out by Council that Paddock Wood was not a neighbouring parish of Pembury and Ms Lewis agreed to withdraw Paddock Wood from the list of neighbouring parishes. 

Council also asked if it could be a cascade effect.

The next step was for Mr Baughen and Ms Lewis to consult the TWBC legal team and to report back to the Parish Council.

There being no other business the meeting was declared closed at 7.45pm.

Council NOTED this report.
80.
REPORTS FROM OTHER MEETINGS

There had been no other meetings.
81.
OTHER MATTERS
(a)
Mental Health Facilities – A phone call had been received from the Kent & Medway NHS Trust asking if the Parish Council would like a visit from them to hear information about mental health facilities in Kent.

Council AGREED the trust should be invited to attend a special meeting.
(b)
 Ambulance Sirens –Teston Parish Council had written regarding the over-use of ambulance sirens between Maidstone and Pembury Hospital. It had asked for support from other affected parishes.

Council NOTED this request but did not wish to take any action.
(c)

First Aid Courses – In view of the problem encountered this year in finding first aid cover for the Musical Picnic and the possible first aid requirements of the staff, i.e. the office staff being based in the Recreation Ground and the groundsmen working with machinery etc. Cllr Kirby had sent details of a company providing first aid courses. An in house, 6 hour, Emergency First Aid course for 12 people costs £395. To cover an event, a 3 day course would be required.
Council AGREED that the two Groundsmen and the Deputy Clerk should attend a one day external course and that the Clerk attend a three day course which would enable her to cover Parish Council events.
Council AGREED that The Patient Participation Group be asked if it could arrange for first aid training for parishioners.

82.
FOR INFORMATION
(a)
Parish News

Council NOTED Parish News
12/13

