Minutes
6 June 2016

  PEMBURY PARISH COUNCIL
Report of the meeting held on Monday 6 June 2016 at Parish Council Office, Lower Green Road, Pembury, Kent.

Present:
Cllrs Mrs J Crowhurst (C), Mrs K Brooks, S Cawley, D Coleman, A Gaukroger, P Gillan, P Kirby, Mrs L Mills, S Rose, Mrs S Sharp.

Borough Councillors: Mrs S Nuttall, Mr D Reilly (both left the meeting at 8.20pm)
39.
CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Chair remarked that the quiz had gone well and wished to thank Andrea (Cllr Coleman’s wife) for stepping in and taking her place.

The Chair thanked Cllr Mrs Mills for organising the children’s art competition; the overall winner was to have their picture on the front cover of the Pembury Village News. This had been decided and Mrs Mills was asked to present the prizes to the three winners at the Vintage Tea Party on Sunday 12th.

Parish Lighting – Members were requested to present written details on the attached pro-forma of the lights that were not working in their nominated roads immediately prior to commencement of business on Monday.

Highways Minor Defects – Members were requested to present written details on the circulated green ‘County Lengthsmen’ forms for roads under their nominated lighting area and pass to the office for collation.

40.
TO ACCEPT APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Mrs S Harris, Mrs C Snow, Borough Councillor P Barrington King and County Councillor Mr C Hoare.

41.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members were requested to ensure declarations of interest were made orally and completed on the circulated pro-forma issued with the agenda and returned to the Clerk before leaving the hall. A nil return was also needed. Members were reminded that if an interest came to light during the meeting it must be declared at that time and if the member considered it to be prejudicial then he or she MUST leave the room. Any member who was unsure if he or she had an interest in an item should seek the Clerk’s advice immediately.
Cllr Mrs Crowhurst

NIL

Cllr Mrs Brooks


NIL

Cllr S Cawley


NIL

Cllr D Coleman


NIL

Cllr A Gaukroger

NIL

Cllr P Gillan


NIL

Cllr P Kirby


NIL

Cllr Mrs Mills


NIL

Cllr S Rose


NIL
Cllr Mrs Sharp


NIL
42.
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL

It was proposed, seconded and AGREED that the minutes of the meeting held on 9 May 2016 were a correct record
43.
LATE BUSINESS

In accordance with current Standing Orders items of late business set out in any circulated supplementary agenda need to be moved, seconded and approved, the special circumstances being that it would be unreasonable to delay any decision by the Parish Council until its next ordinary meeting on Monday 4 July 2016.
44.
LIST OF OUTSTANDING RESOLUTIONS

The Chair was pleased to report that the Pembury Football Club lease had finally been signed off;
The Quarterly Internal Audit was awaited;

The Chair was to contact Lester’s Builders to remind him that he was to provide some brick samples.
45.
CLERK’S REPORT

The Clerk had nothing to report.

46.
OPEN SESSION

Council adjourned and members of the public were invited to address the Parish Council on any issue of concern. Constitutionally and in accordance with certain implications of the Local Government Code of Conduct, there could be no discussion of these items at this stage. Any issue would either be addressed elsewhere in the agenda or if not already so listed, be referred to a future meeting of the Parish Council.

There were no members of the public present and the meeting was reconvened.

47.
TO RECEIVE COUNTY AND BOROUGH COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS AND REPORTS

Cllr Mrs Nuttall had held a surgery during which she had complaints about an overgrown hedge opposite the school. It was explained that this was the responsibility of KCC. 

Also she had had complaints about the amount of dogs’ mess and litter in the village. It was explained that this was the responsibility of the Borough Council, although the Parish Council had just taken delivery of six signs which were to be installed around the village regarding dog fouling and litter.
Verge grass was not getting cut. This was the responsibility of KHS.

Also parking at the school and the issue of abusive parents was mentioned. The local PCSO Nick Brown had written to every parent on this.
Cllr D Reilly spoke about the lack of verge grass cutting in particular in Bulls Place. He contacted KHS about this and they had acted very quickly and the grass was cut although not collected.

He had attended two meetings regarding the relocation of the civic complex. This was now at the costings stage.

He had been elected on to the Planning Committee.

Regular surgeries with the other Borough Councillors were planned which would be held at Tesco.

48.
CURRENT PLANNING

(a)
Planning and Highways WG – The Chair of the Working Group presented current planning applications for CONSIDERATION:
Application Number:
16/504310/FULL

Proposal:


Demolition of conservatory, erection of single





storey rear extension

Location:


38 Woodhill Park, Pembury, Royal Tunbridge





Wells
NEUTRAL

Revised Details had been received concerning:

Application Number:
16/500126/FULL

Proposal:


Demolition of detached garage, creation of 






access and erection of 3x detached dwellings
Location:


Land to Rear of 94-98 Henwood Green Road





Pembury, Royal Tunbridge Wells

The Chair of the WG briefly outlined what the revisions to this application were and after showing Council some of the plans it was AGREED that the following comment be returned:

The Parish Council was pleased to see that there had been a reduction in height of the proposed dwellings but the access, flooding and drainage issues had not been addressed and it therefore still OBJECTED to this application
Application Number:
16/504391/FULL

Proposal:


Demolition of conservatory, two storey rear extension





including dormer windows and rear facing raised





decking 

Location:


129 Hastings Road, Pembury, Royal Tunbridge Wells

NEUTRAL but have concerns about it overlooking other properties.

Application Number:
16/504451/FULL

Proposal:


Demolish existing single storey rear extension and build





new two storey extension. Insert new dormers to front





and rear to attic floor

Location:


5 Hawkwell Cottages, Maidstone Road, Pembury, Royal




Tunbridge Wells

NEUTRAL
Application Number

16/504432/FULL

Proposal:


Garage conversion with alterations to roof and new





single storey rear extension to rear of garage

Location:


19 The Meadow, Pembury, Royal Tunbridge Wells

NEUTRAL
49.
REPORTS OF URGENT ACTIONS

(a)
Purchase of a Strimmer for the Environmental Volunteer Group – Mr Boorman had requested that a new strimmer be purchased. The group carry out a huge amount of work

clearing footpaths etc., (a lot of it on behalf of KCC) and would be able to use their time more beneficially with the addition of a new strimmer. KCC could supply one at a cost of £345 including VAT which can be reclaimed.

Council RATIFIED the above decision.
50.
WORKING GROUP MATTERS

AMENITIES, CHRISTMAS LIGHTS AND PRIDE IN PEMBURY (INCORPORATING PUBLIC RELATIONS)
(a)
Bus Shelter Cleaning – Councillors were shown a quotation from RIP Cleaning Services who had quoted £50 per bus shelter.
It was AGREED to go ahead and ask RIP to clean the bus shelters. The Clerk was also asked to get quotes for painting the bus shelters as a lot of them were in a poor state of repair.
AUDIT, FINANCE AND PERSONNEL

(b)
Accounts due for payment – the Vice Chair of the WG presented a list of cheques for payment, with supporting documents FOR APPROVAL; also a list of cheques and Direct Debits paid since the last meeting for RATIFICATION. 

Council AGREED payments of £5,036.85

Council RATIFIED direct debits paid of 1,205.35

Council RATIFIED salaries of £5,906.95

Council AGREED payments of £659.92 on the supplementary agenda

 (c)
Annual Audit - Council was requested to inspect the Annual Audit. The following statement was proposed by Cllr Mrs Brookes, seconded by Cllr Rose and AGREED:  

We acknowledge as the members of PEMBURY PARISH COUNCIL our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including the preparation of the statement of account. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with respect to the council’s statement of accounts for the year ended 31 March 2016 that with respect that Section 2 of the Annual Governance Statement 2015/2016 had been adhered to. 
(d)
Six Monthly Internal Audit – Councillors NOTED the letter which had been received from the internal auditor.
d(i)
KALC Membership – At the meeting of the Parish Council held on 9 May 2016 Council agreed to pay the cheque for the annual membership of KALC but did not formally propose, second and agree the following motion. 

It was proposed by Cllr Coleman, seconded by Cllr Rose and AGREED that the Parish Council pay for membership of KALC but that this needed to be reviewed next year in light of the proportion of the cost which goes directly to NALC. The Clerk was asked to write to KALC informing them of this.
ENVIRONMENT, ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES INCORPORATING ALLOTMENTS AND BURIALS

(e)
Allotment Right of Way – Mrs Hodgson had met with the Chair and Clerk regarding the width of the pathway on the allotment site leading to her land. She had produced land registry documents. One suggestion was that the edge of the pathway was marked with small posts but it was clear that a compromise was going to have to be reached between the allotment holders and Mrs Hodgson.
After further discussion on this matter, it was AGREED that 1m tall posts would be concreted in at 4m intervals along the allotment side of the right of way at a distance of 12 feet from the Sturgeon’s wall but only up to the entrance to Mrs Hodgson’s land.  The Clerk was asked to look into the cost of this and before purchase, Mrs Hodgson would have to agree to this in writing.
Affected allotment tenants would be written to.
51.
REPORTS FROM OTHER MEETINGS

There had been no other meetings.

52.
OTHER MATTERS
(a)
NALC questionnaire – Council AGREED that as all Parish and Town Councils were different a letter should be sent to NALC explaining that because of this it would not be possible to complete the questionnaire.
(b)
Parish/Town Council – Community Resilience/Emergency Plans – KALC had sent through a questionnaire for completion.

Council AGREED that the response should be that it worked closely and made a full contribution to Tunbridge Wells Borough Council and to Kent County Council.
(c)
KALC Area Meeting – Cllr Coleman reported the following from the KALC Area committee Meeting:
· The Tunbridge Wells Agreement was being reviewed
· Cllr MacKonachie was the representative on the Highways and Transportation Committee which was looking at 20 MPH speed limits

· Joint training for new councillors was discussed

· The possible closure of rural pharmacies was discussed

· Neighbourhood plans were discussed

(d)
Patient Participation Group – A meeting had been arranged between the Clerk and Caroline Dyer, Waterfield House Practice Manager on Wednesday 8 June to discuss the proposal to use the Recreation Ground facilities for exercise and tennis coaching.

Council NOTED that this meeting was to take place.

(e)
Civic Service – A reminder was given about the Civic Service which was to be held on Sunday 12 June at 11.30am in Upper Church, St. Peter. Rev’d. Robertson needed to have confirmation of numbers attending in order to reserve seats.
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