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PEMBURY PARISH COUNCIL 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING – 28 APRIL 2022 

Minutes of the Pembury Parish Annual Meeting held on Thursday 28 April 2022 at the 

Village Hall, High Street, Pembury at 8pm 

 

 

1.   WELCOME BY THE CHAIR. 

 

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. There were 27 members of the 

public present. 

 

She told the audience that additional councillors were needed and to get in touch if 

anyone was interested. 

 

She gave a brief overview of the previous year and said that Committee Chairs 

would explain more. 

 

2. MINUTES. It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held 

on Monday 29 April 2021 be signed as a correct record. 

 

3. DRAFT UNAUDITED ACCOUNTS FOR 2021/2022. Unaudited accounts would be 

submitted shortly. 

 

4. NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN (NDP) – SPEAKER ALISON 

EARDLEY, PLANNING CONSULTANT FOR PEMBURY NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN. 

Ms Eardley explained that she is an independent planning consultant and had been 

employed by Pembury Parish Council to create an NDP. She had worked together 

with Cllrs Stratton and Hall and lots of volunteers to achieve this. Pembury’s NDP 

would be used to influence and shape planning decisions in the future alongside the 

Tunbridge Wells Borough Council’s Local Plan. 

 

There were groups looking at six different aspects for the NDP and these include: 

Housing, Environment, Heritage, Travel/Movement, Community facilities and 

Projects/Community Aspirations. 

 

Several questions were asked as follows: 

 

Question – Could footpaths/cycle paths be lost if the land had been put forward for 

development? 

 

Answer – All footpaths/cycle paths have to be safeguarded and would be 

incorporated into any new development. 

 

Question – If the Local Plan is rejected as has happened with Tonbridge & Malling 

and Sevenoaks, does the NDP have to start again? 
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Answer – No. We may have to review it but not start again. The Local Plan and the 

NDP can progress in parallel. The NDP has to work alongside the current Local Plan 

and has to synchronise with the emerging plan. 

 

Question – Can you clarify the timings of both? 

 

Answer – The Local Plan is well advanced. It has been submitted and is currently 

being inspected. This will take several months and if it goes ahead, should be ready 

for adoption by the end of next year. The NDP has a way to go yet. 

 

Question – The consultation period for the Local Plan ends on 11 May 2022. Can we 

comment? 

 

Answer – Yes, you have until 11 May 2022 to submit any comments. There is to be 

a hearing in May and there will be representation made by Pembury Parish Council.  

 

Local Plans for both Tonbridge & Malling and Sevenoaks have been thrown out due 

to a lack of communication between the two councils.  

 

Question – In the minutes of last year’s Annual Parish Meeting, it says that if the 

proposed additional housing goes ahead, there could be some 800 to 1000 extra 

people living in the village. What is being done about the infrastructure, e.g. 

doctors and schools? And can the NDP insist on more infrastructure? 

 

Answer – This is a matter for the Local Plan but the Clinical Commissioning Group 

has the responsibility with regard to medical provision and long term provision for 

schooling is part of Kent County Council’s (KCC) strategic planning. 

 

5. REPORT FROM CHAIR AND CHAIRS OF COMMITTEES. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS AND EVENTS. Cllr Mills told the audience that the annual 

Musical Picnic had been brought forward to 5 June this year to coincide with the 

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee and would take place in the Recreation Ground. 

 

A thank you tea for volunteers had taken place in October. 

 

The Firework event had gone ahead and excellent feedback had been received. 

Over £4000 had been collected in donations which would go towards village 

projects. 

 

The Carols on the Green and the Light Switch On event in early December had been 

very well attended.  The Christmas lights had been displayed on lamp columns 

around the Village Green.  

 

The Pembury Village News had been published quarterly and had been delivered 

free to every household in the village.  

 

Social media was proving popular with an increased number of Facebook and 

Instagram followers. 
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FINANCE AND HR. Cllr Stratton gave a comprehensive report of what had been 

carried out over the past year including a review of all policies, standing orders, 

financial regulations, terms of reference and internal financial controls. The budget 

continued to be monitored regularly. 

 

Office workload, opening hours and lone-working are all being considered. 

 

Question – How was the figure of £5000 decided from the Community Project Deed 

of Release? 

 

Answer – Legal advice had been taken and it was done by negotiation. 

 

Question - £2000 was being spent on improvements to the taps at the allotment 

site. Would the money not be better spent on improving security? 

 

Answer – It was acknowledged that the gate had been removed by the contractors 

working on the new housing development at Sturgeons and an email had been sent 

asking when it would be reinstated. This would be followed up as no reply had been 

received. The resident was advised to send in an email requesting that allotment 

site security be discussed at an Open Spaces meeting. 

 

OPEN SPACES. Cllr Gillan explained that the remit of this committee is to look 

after the village green, the recreation ground, three burial grounds, Woodside 

playing fields, the allotments and other small areas of land. 

 

A Platinum Jubilee tree planting event had taken place with 30 saplings being 

planted at the Burial Ground and a more mature tree was planted at the Recreation 

Ground and one at Bo-Peep. 

 

New concrete table tennis tables had been installed in the Recreation Ground. 

 

The tennis coaching contract was going well and coaching was well received by the 

community. The tennis courts were now being used much more frequently. 

 

Work to trees had been ongoing throughout the year following storm damage and 

as a result of the annual visual tree inspections. Thanks was given to Hugh 

Boorman and his volunteer environmental team who had carried out an enormous 

amount of work keeping the village footpaths clear. 

 

A new dog bin location is yet to be agreed. 

 

Post and chain fencing had been installed at the War Memorial and also at the 

second roundel in the Burial Ground. 

 

PLANNING & HIGHWAYS. Cllr Hall thanked his colleagues on the Planning & 

Highways Committee for their continued hard work examining all planning 

applications on a monthly basis. In the majority of cases, a site visit is carried out. 

He explained that the Parish Council does not make the decisions but makes 

recommendations to Tunbridge Wells Borough Council on all applications concerning 
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Pembury. Residents sometimes attend the meetings to voice any concerns and they 

are made most welcome.  

 

The Committee continue to lobby National Highways and Kent Highway Services 

about the use of rural lanes being used as a rat run when the A21 at Kippings 

Cross is busy or blocked. A lot of information has been collated by the affected 

residents and passed on to the authorities. The Parish Council is urging the two 

authorities to work together to find a solution. 

 

A new double-sided footpath map is being produced showing both the rural and the 

urban areas. This has been worked on by a separate Working Group and is being 

presented to the Committee in the middle of May. 

 

Three speed surveys were set up at the end of April in different areas of the village 

and data from those is awaited. 

 

The Parish Council sent in its comments as part of the bus consultation fighting 

against any cuts to the service. 

 

A Romford Road resident pleaded for the Parish Council not to give up lobbying 

Kent Highway Services on this matter as their lives had become very difficult 

because of the increased traffic. 

 

6. REPORT FROM BOROUGH COUNCILLORS. 

 

Cllr David Hayward  

 

• The Hendy application had been refused and no appeal had been lodged; 

 

• The issue of enforcement at Past Heap Farm is being looked at by the Overview 

and Scrutiny Committee as this had been inadequate; 

 

• Liaison with landowners about the provision of cycle paths was ongoing; 

 

• The Town Hall was not going to be sold but would be used as an additional 

income stream; 

 

• It would be a difficult year financially for Tunbridge Wells Borough Council as 

its reserves had been severely depleted. 

 

Question – Concern was raised about the loss of view since the fence at Past Heap 

Farm had been erected.  

 

Answer – The overall responsibility was with the Head of Planning at TWBC and Cllr 

Hayward would continue to liaise with him. 

 

Question – The fortnightly doorstep glass collection had resulted in broken glass being 

left on the road and pavements. Could something be done about it? 

 

Answer – The contractors had recently been made aware and would ensure that this 

did not continue to happen. 

 

Question – How long was the current contract with Urbaser? 
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Answer – There were two years left on the contract. 

 

Cllr Paul Roberts  

 

• He had set up Speedwatch in Pembury and encouraged residents to let him 

know of any specific areas where speeding was an issue. Data from it is 

passed on to Kent Police. 

 

• He is part of the Licensing Committee at TWBC and had been involved in 

discussions about noise coming from Colebrook on the industrial estate 

being heard in Pembury; 

 

• He had been involved with carrying out a survey about Electric Vehicle 

charging points in Pembury and had been working with TWBC to look at 

putting in extra charging points; 

 

• A lot of consultation had been taking place about a proposed extension to 

Sunhill Place and he urged people to write into the TWBC Planning 

department with any concerns. 

 

Question – What can be done about electric scooters being ridden on the 

pavements? 

 

Answer – This was a police matter. 

 

7. REPORT FROM KENT COUNTY COUNCILLOR. 

 

Cllr Paul Barrington King  

 

• He thanked the Parish Council and his two Borough Council colleagues for 

the hard work carried out over the past year; 

 

• He had chaired the General Purposes Committee which had been looking at 

Electoral Boundaries. Ward boundaries would change in 2024; 

 

• New street signs were being put up in Pembury; 

 

• Balancing the KCC budget was increasingly difficult and many cuts had been 

made; 

 

• 2/3rd of the budget for the buses had been salvaged but he would continue 

to fight against bus cuts in Pembury; 

 

• He had been pleased with the road improvements; 

 

• He had given grants to several organisations in the village. 

 

 

The Chair of the Council thanked all three Borough/County Councillors for their 

continued work in the village. 

 

8.    OPEN FORUM 

 

Question – What could be done about the crime wave in Pembury? 

 

Answer – This is a police matter. 
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The meeting was closed at 10:00pm 

 

 

Signed:  Date:  

 Chairman   

 

 

 

 


